A slice of history
WAG celebrates 130 years

2.
Flood walls installed
along Russells Creek

W

ork on the $3.9 million North
Warrnambool Flood Mitigation
Project has entered its final phase
– the installation of flood walls.
When complete, the North Warrnambool
Flood Mitigation Project will reduce the risk
of flooding to more than 750 properties and
in excess of 100 buildings
“The flood walls will average 1.1m in height
and span a total length of 1200m,” Manager
Infrastructure Development and Projects
Justin Hinch said.
The first two stages of the project involved
the recontouring of the floodplain and the
construction of an additional culvert under
Mortlake Rd.
“The flood event at Geelong earlier this year
highlighted the risks posed by severe storms,”
Mr Hinch said.
“The North Warrnambool Flood Mitigation
Project has provided us with an opportunity
to help protect property, homes and people in
the event of similar storms.”
Flood walls will be installed near La Bella
Court, on the north side of Russells Creek
from Garden Street to Golden Springs Court
and on the south side of the creek from
Moore Street to Roache Court.

Power upgrade at
‘Friendlies’

A

power upgrade at the Friendly
Societies Park will boost
capacity, reliability and mean the
Warrnambool Theatre Company won’t
need to fire up a generator when they hold
rehearsals.
Work on the upgrade will be completed by
the first week of April before the start of the
football and netball season.
The work includes installation of new
switchboards and underground cabling that
will run from Hyland Street to the theatre
company building via clubrooms and the
kiosk.
“The ‘Friendlies’ is a busy place so we’ve
endeavoured to schedule the work around
major activities,” Warrnambool City Council
Recreation and Youth Service Manager Kim
White said.
Simon Lucas Electrical Services has been
appointed to undertake the works.
The project is funded by Warrnambool City
Council, the Victorian Government and the
South Warrnambool Football Netball Club.

New surface and
better parking for
Kepler St

K

epler Street between Merri and Timor
streets is being resurfaced.
Along with the replacement of
4,000sqm of road paving, centre median
parking will be removed with 60 degree angle
parking along the kerb reinstated.

The $450,000 project includes:
bluestone kerb and channel work;
raised pavement style treatment at each
end of the street;
• improvements to bus stops;
• rain gardens at the southern end of the
installation of tree surrounds.

•
•

While the work is under way the bus stops
will be temporarily relocated around the corner
in Timor Street and further north Kepler Street
between Timor and Koroit streets.

Upgrade to the
Simpson Street tunnel

A

key part of Warrnambool’s drainage
network – the Simpson Street tunnel
- is being upgraded.

The first stage of the $5.4 million project is
now under way.

“The Simpson Street tunnel drains
stormwater away from a large area within
east Warrnambool and conveys it underneath
Simpson Street and the EJ King Reserve
to the Hopkins River,” Warrnambool City
Council Senior Projects Engineer Rohan
McKinnon said.
“At the surface there will be little to see but
underground a major engineering project will
be in full swing.
“The project has two major stages. The first is
the ‘resleeving’ a 200m section of the tunnel
to be carried out by a specialist firm, ITS
Pipetech, which is experienced in a technique
of applying a steel reinforced concrete suited
to the Simpson Street tunnel.
Concrete for the project will be sourced
from Hanson Ready Mix Concrete in
Warrnambool.
ITS Pipetech has established a work base
in King Reserve and will have a smaller
base set up at a tunnel access point near
the intersection of Thompson and Simpson
streets.
The second stage of the project will involve
the construction of a stormwater retention
basin within the Warrnambool Racecourse.
“Design details for the second stage of the
project are being finalised in consultation
with stakeholders at the racecourse.”
The project is fully funded by Warrnambool
City Council.

The business benefits of NBN
Warrnambool businesses can learn about the potential of the
National Broadband Network (NBN) at a forum on March 10.

H

osted by Warrnambool City Council (WCC), the forum will have experts on hand to
help demystify NBN and explain how it could benefit business.

“The forum will be geared towards the region’s business owners and operators, service providers
and anyone who is interested in enhancing online aspects of their operation,” WCC Senior
Economic Development Officer Phil Hoggan said.
“We’re really encouraging the business community to come along to the forum.”
To book a place at the forum, which starts at 5.30pm, call 5559 4993 or email ecodev@
warrnambool.vic.gov.au

3.
WAG Curator Murray Bowes, WAG Director Vanessa Gerrans, President
of the Friends of the WAG Ann Morris and Chair of the WAG
Foundation Janet MacDonald unbox “Unsettled Dogs”.

Ocean footage
wanted for
Fun4Kids project
Would you like to see your video
footage incorporated into the
2016 Fun4Kids Festival?

W

e’re gathering video footage of
our beautiful coastal setting for a
project – Oceanarium – that will
celebrate Warrnambool and the sea.
Oceanarium is a multi-artwork installation that
is being created especially for Fun4Kids 2016.
Four local artists will use a combination of
textile art, sculpture and video to recreate the
sensory richness of Warrnambool’s unique
marine environment.
Open Ocean Video Sphere is one of these
artworks. Its creation is being led by filmmaker Colleen Hughson.

Happy birthday, WAG
Warrnambool. 1886. The breakwater was still under construction,
the capacity of the Warrnambool hospital is increased to 50 patients
and the Warrnambool Museum and Art Gallery officially opens.

S

ince that time, the Warrnambool Art Gallery (WAG) as it is now known, has been
the centre of creativity and culture in Warrnambool with the much-loved institution
celebrating its 130th birthday this year.

This marks the WAG as the third oldest institutional collection in Victoria and the fifth oldest
in Australia. The WAG will mark this anniversary with the launch of a publication presenting
130 images from the collection that highlight Warrnambool’s cultural evolution.
New works have also been acquired to celebrate the milestone, including a breathtakingly
sculpture by Sam Jinks “Unsettled Dogs”, a magnificent oil painting celebrating Tower Hill by
Hobie Porter, a fine charcoal drawing of the Loch Ard Gorge by David Warren and a suite of
prints by Brent Harris.
WAG Director Vanessa Gerrans said that this is an important opportunity to illustrate why
particular works were acquired and considered important.

“Works acquired over the life of the gallery tell rich and varied
stories and are a remarkable reflection of time and place,”
“The gallery is continuing to develop our collections through acquiring exceptional works of art
and these new works represent this commitment.
“I am extremely grateful to the private individuals including our members, benefactors and
philanthropists who have made this possible.”
The new acquisitions and the commemorative book were made possible by the Warrnambool
Art Gallery Foundation, The Gordon Darling Foundation, The Robert Salzer Foundation and
the Friends of the Warrnambool Art Gallery and private donations.
Unsettled Dogs will immediately go on display until June, alongside a new exhibition “The
WAG Cycle: evolution of a painting collection”.

The footage will be edited at a series of community workshops to create a video montage
of the Warrnambool coast as seen through
the eyes (and lenses) of those who know and
love it best.
The final production will be presented
within the final Oceanarium installation at
Fun4Kids Festival 2016 across nine video
projectors.
The more diverse imagery we can assemble
the better, anything from underwater scenes,
rock pools, sandy beaches, rocky shores and
crashing waves to seaweed and sea creatures.
Whether you are a surfer, diver, fisher, marine
scientist, bird watcher or a keen photographer
we’d love to see any video you’ve taken.
Visit www.warrnbambool.vic.gov.au for more
information about submitting your footage.
The project has been made possible by
Festivals Australia and Arts Victoria.

4.

Are you looking for a fun,
engaging school holiday program to
keep your youngsters entertained
during the Term 1 break?

Some of the days planned for this term’s
program include: Living In The ‘70s, Boot
Or Scoot the Boardwalk, Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles, Mini-Beasts, The Arc
Kitchen Rules and Sports Star Day.

T

One of the favourite days over the
Christmas/New Year Break included Santa
dropping to say hello.

he Warrnambool City Council’s
March-April Vacation Care Program,
running from Tuesday March 29 until
Friday April 8.
The program is designed to provide quality
care and recreational activities to primary
school children aged 5-12 years during the
school holidays.

Enrolments open on Tuesday March 15 and
close on Friday March 25.
For more information, or to enrol, call
5559 4555 or visit www.warrnambool.vic.
gov.au/vacation-care

Major events
bring visitors in
Second only to Boxing Day,
the March influx of tourists to
Warrnambool sees thousands
of families pay a visit to our
delightful seaside city.

W

hile the delights of our
natural environment, great
accommodation options
and tourist attractions draw people to
Warrnambool all year round, a number of
major events in March will bring in people
from all around Victoria and Australia.
For the third year running, the Victorian
Junior Surf Life Saving Championships will
be held in Warrnambool, with at least 1500
families set to attend the two-day carnival
over the Labour Day long weekend.
The popular Sufferfest Triathlon has been
expanded and renamed the Warrnambool
Sufferfest Multisport Festival to better
encapsulate the diversity of events on offer.
Held from March 19-20, it includes running
and triathlon events to suit all age groups and
abilities. Everyone now has the opportunity
to enjoy the warm sense of pride that only
comes from completing a physical challenge
such as this.
The Shipwreck Coast Fishing Classic will
see anglers take to the region’s rivers and the
ocean from March 12-19. Daily weigh-ins
will be held at the breakwater at 7pm, with
competitors also having the option to catch
and release fish.

Three times the fun with Circus Oz
Roll up! Roll Up! Australia’s best circus is coming to
Warrnambool for three shows next month.

O

ne of the Lighthouse Theatre’s most popular returning acts, Circus Oz will take to the
main stage on Friday April 22 at 7.30pm, Saturday April 23 at 1.30pm and again at
7.30pm.

Their new show will include an eclectic mix of extraordinary skills, ridiculous characterisation,
hilarious mayhem and fabulous live music in a celebration of the great values of Circus Oz that
has made this company a worldwide hit.
A true show of scale, the ensemble fills the theatre, reaching out to audiences and dazzling with
spectacular group acts that are interspersed with intimate solo and duo skills.
Lighthouse Theatre Manager Michael Frawley said three shows were being offered to cope
with demand for tickets.
“We had two performances last year, and they both sold out, so there is clearly an appetite in
the community for high-quality entertainment such as this,” he said.
“Circus Oz is one of the most consistently excellent companies in Australia.
“Every show is different, but they are all awe-inspiring and not to be missed.”
To book tickets, visit www.lighthousetheatre.com.au, call 5559 4999 or visit the box office
at the venue.

All three events showcase the region’s
beautiful natural environment and encourage
people to get out and get active.
For information on these, and other great
events happening in Warrnambool, visit
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au/calendar

5.

He’s adorable, very playful, he’s going
to protect Warrnambool’s penguins...
and he needs a name.

W

arrnambool’s newest penguin protecting maremma dog
has begun training and we’re calling on the public to help
name him.
The nine-week-old maremma arrived in the city last month and has
been settling into his new environment.
The pup will work alongside current guardian dogs Eudy and Tula
protecting Warrnambool’s penguin colony during the 2016 breeding
season ahead of the older dogs’ transition to ambassador roles in 2017.
Over 300 people from around the world donated money to go towards
the purchase, training and care of two maremma puppies. Over
$25,000 was raised via a campaign on crowdfunding website Pozible.
A second puppy will arrive in Warrnambool in late 2016.
Warrnambool City Council Manager Tourism Services Peter Abbott
thanked the hundreds of people who made the project possible.

“To say we are excited to have the
new dog in Warrnambool would be a
massive understatement,”

“The puppy has been over to Middle Island for a look already. There
were so many new smells, he was beside himself with excitement.
“We have also introduced him to Eudy and Tula, and while it would
be fair to say that he is more interested in them than they are in him at
the moment, I think they will develop a strong bond over the coming
months.”

“The release of Oddball brought worldwide attention to the Middle
Island maremma project, with so many people eager to help out
however they can and we are so grateful for their support.

The puppy won’t be on public display at Flagstaff Hill until he settles
into his guardian role but people may be able to see him as handlers
take him to Middle Island from time to time.

“We’ve decided to get one puppy now and another one later on so that
we have a definite top dog. As a pack animal, dogs tend to get along
much better this way.

Almost 1000 names were suggested by the community, with a shortlist
of the best names now open to the public for voting.
Visit www.warrnamboolpenguins.com.au to cast your vote.

Walking to school safely
As schools return for another year, so to do the cohorts of students
improving their health, their independence and the environment by
walking or riding to school.

I

t’s never been easier to find a safe way to get
to school thanks to handy maps produced
for each school, highlighting the best way of
getting to school on bike or by foot.
These include the “drop off ” points for Part
Way is OK, where students who live too far
away can be dropped closer to the school but
still reap the benefits of walking to school.
Get in touch with your school for a copy of
the map. Council crossing supervisors currently
help children cross the road at 29 points across
the city.

The supervisors help more than 2000 people
cross the road each hour, on average.
Warrnambool City Council Travel Smart
Officer Nicole Wood said that there was
plenty of evidence to support the positive
benefits of walking or riding to school.
“Just one in five Australian children is
physically active for the recommended one
hour each day, and walking to school can go a
long way to helping kids achieve this target,”
she said.

“Not only is it great for kids’ health and
independence, it reduces congestion around
schools and is great for the environment.
“For parents who aren’t sure whether they
would like their children to walk to school
or not, I’d highly recommend you read the
resources on the VicHealth website, as they allay
many of the most common concerns.”
View the VicHealth guide and research
report at www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/
parental-fear.
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Clean up
Warrnambool
weekend
Detox Your Home will be held
on Saturday March 5 with Clean
Up Australia Day activities on
Sunday March 6.

Jubilee Park to be officially opened
The community is invited to the official opening of the new and
improved Jubilee Park Reserve in Woodford.

T

he State Government provided $374,000 for the project, which combined with
$190,000 from the Warrnambool City Council and contributions from the community
to construct a new social gathering place, playground and pedestrian bridge.

Concept plans for the playground were developed using ideas from students at Woodford
Primary School. The popular reserve is now one of Warrnambool’s premier open spaces.
The reserve will be officially opened on Friday March 11 at 2.30pm.

D

etox your Home is your once a year
chance to dispose of unwanted
household chemicals such as fuel,
herbicides, cooking oil, detergents, turpentine
and more, free of charge.
You can bring your items to the
Warrnambool Saleyards on Caramut Road
for collection between 8am and 4pm.
Visit www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxyourhome for a full list of accepted items.
Household paint, batteries and fluorescent
lights are not accepted, but can be dropped
off for free all year round at Statewide Waste,
next to the showgrounds.
You can also help keep Warrnambool looking
its best by getting involved in local Clean Up
Australia Day activities.
Head to the boat ramp near the breakwater,
Russells Creek on Bromfield Street or the
carpark left of Proudfoots to join a public
clean-up between 10am and noon.
There’s no need to do anything before hand,
just turn up on the day.
Warrnambool City Council Waste
Management Officer Kate McInnes said
both programs made it easy for people to give
their local environment a helping hand.
“Detox Your Home is the perfect time to
clean out your garage or shed and responsibly
dispose of unwanted chemicals,” she said.

Assisting young drivers from L to P
The Warrnambool and Moyne
L2P program is all about
helping learner drivers get the
experience they need to become
safe drivers.

T

he learner drivers involved either
don’t have access to a vehicle or a
supervising driver and without this
assistance and the L2P program, they would
not obtain their driver’s licence.
Steph Ferrier is one young driver who
has recently benefitted from the program.
Without L2P, Steph would still be working
to try to get her hours of experience up.

Her mentor’s experience, patience and time
were invaluable in ensuring that she got there
and her opportunities are already improving
as a result.
The A.L. Lane Foundation has kindly
donated funding for 20 young learner drivers
on the L2P Program to cover the cost of
their licences.
The L2P program is also in need of a new
vehicle, and any community support would
be most welcome and greatly appreciated to
help the program reach this goal.
For more information on the program, or to
make a contribution, contact L2P Program
Coordinator Deon Cameron on 5559 4413.

“Nasty contaminants such as herbicides
or turpentine can wreak havoc on our
waterways, so it’s important that these are
safely disposed of.
“Council, Friends of the Merri Marine
Sanctuary and South West Fishcare are
calling on all residents to come on down to a
Clean Up Australia Day site to help clean up
our beautiful city and especially work to keep
plastic out of the ocean and waterways.
“It’s only a small time commitment required
on a Sunday morning and it really does make
a big difference, as you’ll see by the amount of
rubbish we collect in just a couple of hours.”
Last year two full skips, one of rubbish
and one of recycling, were collected in
Warrnambool for Clean Up Australia Day
while 288 vehicles visited the Detox Your
Home site at the saleyards.

7.
Visiting us in person

Another major project is happening beneath
us. A 200m section of the Simpson Street
tunnel, which drains stormwater from a
large part of East Warrnambool, is being
“re-sleeved”. It’s a critically important job but
only a handful of people will ever see the final
result!
The new toilets and taxi rank in Gilles Street
– which I’m sure many people are looking
forward to – are coming along and will look
terrific once completed.
Council has also made progress on
discussions with VicTrack over a long-term
lease of land in the railway precinct that is
currently unused. This could provide parking
for city centre workers along with TAFE
students.

As peak visitor season winds
down Council has an opportunity
to embark on more capital works
and maintenance projects.

T

he upgrade to Kepler Street is now
in full swing while Council has also
started the installation of the flood
walls along Russells Creek.

Now, for those of us who wish we could be
more active but struggle to find the time to
commit to regular team sports, there could
be a solution. It’s called Rock Up Netball.
It’s starting on March 10. If you’ve not
played netball before or considering a return
to the sport, just “rock up” from 6pm at the
Warrnambool Stadium for an hour of great
fun.

Civic Centre
25 Liebig Street
Warrnambool Vic 3280
Open from 8.30am - 5pm, Mon–Fri.

Postal address

Warrnambool City Council
P.O Box 198
Warrnambool 3280

Telephone
03 5559 4800

SMS

0429 709 146

Live Chat

Top right corner of
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Website

www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Online directories

Council’s online Business and
Community directories can be found at
www.directories.warrnambool.vic.gov.au.

Have your say

Find out how to have your say by
logging onto our website at
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au and
visiting the Your Say link.

Council meetings

Cr Kylie Gaston, Mayor

Monday March 7

p. 0437 623 715
e. kgaston@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

5.45pm

Make a difference, become a youth councillor

Warrnambool Civic Centre, 25 Liebig St

Cr Rob Askew

4 Dunvegan Court, Warrnambool
p. 0428 394 888
e. raskew@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Jacinta Ermacora

PO Box 198, Warrnambool
p. 0400 155 180
e. jermacora@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

The Warrnambool Youth Council
is currently seeking applications
for 2016.

Y

outh Council is open to young people
aged 12-19 with a passion to work
with and advocate for our city’s youth.

is a great opportunity to be involved in
projects and planning that enhance positive
outcomes for young people.
Youth councillors develop many skills
including leadership, event management,
good citizenship and they help shape
Council’s strategic planning.
Warrnambool Youth Mayor Declan Primmer
said that Youth Council affords young people
the opportunity to express their own opinions

and share how specific issues are affecting
their age group.
“The experience is invaluable, as is the chance
to interact with other young people from
different schools who all share in the belief
that they can make a difference,” he said.
“It provides a good insight into how our
community operates, but with a focus on
enjoying the time spent together, as we
organise and attend events.”
For further information contact Youth
Development Planner Katie McKean on 5559
4867 or kmckean@warrnambool.vic.gov.au.
The Warrnambool City Council would like to
extend its sincere thanks to all outgoing youth
councillors for their outstanding efforts to make
Warrnambool a terrific place for young people.

Cr Peter Hulin

1-3 Ponting Drive, Warrnambool
p. 0411 697 052
e. phulin.3280@gmail.com

Cr Brian Kelson

120 Liebig Street, Warrnambool
p. 0478 773 372
e. briankelson@hotmail.com

Cr Michael Neoh

PO Box 511, Warrnambool
p. 0408 543 638
e. mneoh@warrnambool.vic.gov.au

Cr Peter Sycopoulis

12 Jackman Avenue, Warrnambool
p. 0439 722 451
e. psycopoulis@bigpond.com

Rock Up Netball

Shipwreck Coast Fishing Classic
Saturday March 12 – Friday March 19
South-west coast and waterways

Thursday March 24 – Tuesday March 29, 9am
Various locations around Warrnambool

Whether you are returning to netball after
an extended break or are new to the sport,
join in Rock Up Netball - a new program for
women aged 15 and over who would like to
play social netball.
For more information contact Amelia on
warrnamboolcity@bigpond.com

South-west Victoria’s biggest fishing event,
with various age groups and categories. A
daily fish recording will be held at the Lady
Bay Boat Ramp from 7pm to 7.30pm, with
catch and release options also available.
www.wolgfc.com

The Morris Registers cater for enthusiasts of all
Morris vehicles dating from1913 to the 1970s,
with vehicles on display to the general public at
various locations across the Easter holidays.
http://moreg.org.au

Victorian Junior Surf Lifesaving
Championships

Night in the Gardens

Saturday March 19, 7pm
Warrnambool Botanic Gardens

Sunday March 27, 10am-5pm
Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village

Every Thursday from March 10, 6-7pm
Warrnambool Stadium, Caramut Road

Saturday March 12 – Sunday March 13, 8am
Warrnambool main beach
The Victorian Junior Lifesaving
Championships will see the best nippers
from throughout Victoria compete in a
number of lifesaving events including the
board race, surf race, iron, beach sprint and
flags in an action packed weekend.
www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au

Dog obedience trials

Saturday March 12 – Sunday March 13, 9am
Harris Street Reserve
One of the largest two day dog sport events
in regional Victoria, showcasing dogs from
Warrnambool, Victoria and interstate
competing in the disciplines of obedience,
agility and jumping, against the clock.
www.wdts.org.au

A once in a lifetime opportunity to enjoy
the gardens at night with entertainment,
refreshments and dancing to celebrate
150 years.
Tickets: $100 includes food drinks and
entertainment.
www.wbgardens.com.au

Warrnambool Sufferfest
Multisport Festival

Saturday March 19 – Sunday March 20, 7am
The Bluehole, Bluehole Road
Offering a distance for all triathletes, and
an exciting fun filled weekend for the whole
family, it’s set to be a fantastic weekend
of racing and fun.
www.warrnamboolmultisportfestival.com

Calling all clubs!
Active Autumn is almost here and Council is keen to hear from local
clubs and groups looking for new members or people to get involved
in their club activities regularly, or just every now and again.

C

ouncil will host an ‘Active Autumn Hub’ in a high-profile CBD location in mid-April,
to raise the profile and increase awareness of the wide range of activities available in
Warrnambool for older people (over 55 years).

If your club or group is interested in promoting its activities, running some come and try
sessions at the Hub, or just finding out more please contact Clare Vaughan, Healthy Ageing
Project Officer on cvaughan@warrnambool.vic.gov.au or phone 5559 4437 or 0447 528 469.
If you are not a club but keen to find new ways to get active, involved and informed go to the
new website that has been designed just for you! Check out Connect Warrnambool at www.
connectwarrnambool.com.au.
You can search for clubs and groups that might be of interest via the “Connect with Clubs and
Groups” page, or search the extensive calendar of activities and events via the “what’s on” page.
If you don’t have internet access call into the Archie Graham Centre at 118 Timor Street or
call them on 5559 4922. Archie staff are there to help you find what you’re looking for.

National Morris Rally

Day on the Hill

The festival includes Australian music acts,
activities and events for the entire family that
will entertain crowds across the day.
Adults $16, Children $6.50
www.flagstaffhill.com

This month at

Rotary Clubs of Warrnambool
Voices for Peace Concert
Thursday March 10, 7.30pm
Now in its third year, this Warrnambool
Rotary initiative will again bring together a
number of local and international artists in a
concert to raise awareness of the importance
of peace to our community and to support the
Rotary Peace Centre.

Ross Noble
Brain Dump

Wednesday March 16, 8pm
Everybody’s favourite randomist is back and
as always he has a lot of stuff backing up in
his head and it’s time to let it all out.

3YB Morning Music
The Mikado

Wednesday March 23, 11am
Performed on a full set in superb costume,
Promac Production’s The Mikado is, like all
their Gilbert & Sullivan’s have been, full of
surprises and fun for all ages.

The Diamonds

Friday April 1, 8pm
Featuring three stunning and talented young
women, the show celebrates the original
sisters of swing and soul, to the legends of
Motown and divas of disco and pop.

